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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 3 recite the limitation "logging a date and/or time". The use of the 
phrase "and/or" renders the scope of the claim language indefinite. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the assigned life cycle IDs" in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. A series of databases is claimed. However, no 
useful result is claimed. 



Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 
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3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kanai 
(US Pre-Grant Publication 2004/0205006). 

As to claim 1 , Kanai teaches: 

Two or more different systems producing electronic data (see paragraph [0130]. 
A GET request is sent from a management computer to a shop computer) relating to a 
transaction involving documentation communicated in an electronic form (see 
paragraph [0130].The GET request is related to a transaction involving a reservation 
communicated in an electronic form); 

Processing copies of the electronic data to identify electronic documentation 
items (see paragraph [0130]. The GET request is processed and electronic information 
is identified) and at least one key value associated with an electronic documentation 
item (the GET request will be sent to a shop computer and therefore contains the 
identity of the shop computer (a key value)); 

Using the key value to look up a transaction identifier associated with the 
transaction (see paragraphs [0130] and [0131]. The identity of the shop computer is 
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used to determine what computer to connect to. The shop computer then determines a 
transaction ID); 

Indexing the documentation items according to key value and transaction 
identifier (see paragraph [0134] and Figure 9. The documentation items (reservation 
information) are stored according to the key value (a shopID is stored according to the 
shop identification) and transaction identifier). 

Archiving the documentation items in a data storage system or device (see 
paragraph [0134] and Figure 9. The documentation items (reservation information) are 
saved in a database); and 

Logging a data and/or time associated with at least some of the documentation 
items (see paragraph [0139] and Figure 9. A date and time are saved in a database 
along with at least some of the documentation items). 

As to claim 2, Kanai teaches: 

A transaction specification database that contains specifications and schema for 
one or more transaction types and key values of each transaction type (see paragraph 
[0131] and Figure 9. Shop ID is a key value); 

A life cycle Index table that contains the key values of the processed transactions 
and the assigned life cycle IDs for the key values (see paragraph [0131] and Figure 9. 
The ID for a transaction is functionally equivalent to a life cycle ID, as the transaction 
will posses that ID for its life cycle'); 
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An archive database that contains the archived documents or items and their life 
cycle IDs (see paragraph [0131] and Figure 9. The database shown contains the 
archived documents (cart message), and their 'life cycle IDs' (transaction ID)); and 

A log detail database that provides chronological order to transactions by logging 
and time stamping each transaction parsed (see paragraph [0131] and Figure 9). 

As to claim 3, Kanai teaches: 

A first interface used to couple the system with a first external system producing 
first electronic data relating to a transaction involving documentation communicated in 
an electronic form (see paragraph [0083]. A client computer is external from the 
transaction management system (see paragraph [0130])); 

A second interface used to couple the system with a second external system 
producing second electronic data relating to the transaction (see paragraph [0130]. The 
vendor computer is also external from the transaction management system); and 

Wherein the system is operable to: 

Process copies of the first and second electronic data to identify electronic 
documentation items and at least one key value associated with an electronic 
documentation item (see paragraph [0130]. The Transaction Management System 
processes electronic data received from both client computers and shop computers. 
The electronic data received from the first external system (the client), in the form of a 
GET request, contains the identity of the shop computer (the identity of the shop 
computer is a key value) and reservation information (electronic documentation). The 
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second electronic data, when received from the vendor system, is processed to identify 
documentation items, a shopID, and a transaction ID); 

Use the key value to look up a transaction identifier associated with the 
transaction (see paragraphs [0130] and [0131]. The address of the shop computer is 
used to determine what computer to connect to. The shop computer then determines a 
transaction ID); 

Index the documentation items according to key value and transaction 
identifier (see paragraph [0134] and Figure 9. The documentation items (reservation 
information) are stored according to the key value (a shopID is stored according to the 
shop identification) and transaction identifier); 

Archive the documentation items (see paragraph [0134] and Figure 9. The 
documentation items (reservation information) are saved in a database); and 

Log a date and/or time associated with at least some of the documentation 
items (see paragraph [0139] and Figure 9. A date and time are saved in a database 
along with at least some of the documentation items). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles D. Adams whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3938. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM, M - F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Charles Adams 
Art Unit 2164 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



